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Policies targeting Energy Efficiency (EE) 
and Renewable Energy (RE)

• Policy Paper for the Electric
Sector 2010

• First National Energy
Efficiency Action Plan (NEEAP
2011-2015)

• Second National Energy
Efficiency Action Plan (NEEAP
2016-2020)

• National Renewable Action
Plan (NREAP 2016-2020)
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2020 Target for DRE
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NEEREA

• Initiative 11 of NEEAP (2011-2015): Financing
Mechanisms and Incentives

• “This initiative aims to provide proper financing
mechanism in order to promote the use of
energy efficiency and renewable energy. This is
mainly linked to the collaborative work with the
Ministry of Finance and the Central Bank of
Lebanon.”

National Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy 
Action

(NEEREA)Up to 14 Yrs., 4 Yrs. Grace, Interest Rate 
1.075% 4



Circular 
236

Circular 
313

Circular 
318

Circular 
346

Circular 
365

Central Bank Circulars

25 November 2010

Circular 236 =>  
Environmental Loans

Energy Projects

EE RE

Non Energy 
Projects

Pollution Abatement, 
Solid Waste, organic 

agriculture, 
landscape…
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How NEEREA Functions? 

Beneficiar
y

Engineering 
Consultant

Commercial 
Bank

Unofficial Technical 
Review by LCEC

Official Technical 
Review by LCEC

Central Bank of 
Lebanon (BDL)

If loan <20,000 $

If loan >20,000 $
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Types of Loans

Project

New Facility

EE/RE

Certification 
(LEED, 
BREAM, 
HQE)

Existing 
Facility

EE/RE

Certification 
(LEED, 
BREAM, 
HQE)
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Eligible RE Projects

• Solar PV On-Grid
• Solar PV Off-Grid
• Solar PV Hybrid
• Solar PV street lighting
• Solar Pumping
• SWH if system cost > 5,000 $
• Others…
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Solar Pumping Projects

• Mainly in Bekaa
Governerate

• Agriculture Activities 
(Irrigation)

• Between 2014 and 
2016=> 22 projects

• 13 <Capacity (kWp)< 960
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Example of Solar Pumping Projects 
through NEEREA

Deyr El Ahmar=> Bekaa Governerate
Capacity=>960 kWp
Granted Loan=> $ 2,088,152
Annual Savings => 1,092,286 kWh         
Annual Savings => $ 273,071
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Solar Pumping Statistics in Lebanon-
NEEREA
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Average System Cost
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SWOT Analysis

STRENGTHS 

- BDL's support

-Strong Banking system

-Clear Procedure

-Technical and Financial reviews

-Site Checks

-Low interest rate 

WEAKNESSES

-Long procedure (in Banks)

-Does not cover people not having 
guarantees

- Weaknesses in some EE solutions 
design due to lack of know-how

OPPORTUNITIES

- Mandatory Standards and Laws 

-Grants form donors (other than BdL)

-Continual improvement of the 
submittal procedure

-Extend NEEREA to the 
municipalities level (public sector)

THREATS

-Economic situation

-Lack of capacities (know-how in 
some sectors)

-Cost of Energy efficient equipment
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Promotion 

• Several Workshops for Farmers

• Projects Related to Efficient Irrigation
systems

• Contest by Ministry of Agriculture: The Best
Green Farms in Lebanon in which they
applied the renewable energy in Agriculture
to consider these farms as pilot farms for
visiting and using as technical
demonstration plots for other farmers
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Next ?

• The Council for Development and
Reconstruction (CDR) has published an
invitation for bids for the “design, supply,
and installation of Baalbeck solar PV
pumping systems” (March 2017)=> World
Bank Grant for 11 Solar PV stations of Total
capacity ~1.28 MWp

• NEEREA projects
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Thank You

sorina.mortada@lcecp.org.lb
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